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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  TIIK 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  1921. 


Gisburn  Road, 

Barrowford, 

April  \m,  1922. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Barrowford 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Barrowford  during  the  year  1921. 

St.^tistics. 

In  Table  A,  attached  to  this  report,  arc  shown  :• — (1)  the 
General  Statistics,  and  (2)  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  district. 
From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  birthrate  is  slightly 
less,  and  the  death  rate  more,  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

From  Table  B it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  24  notifications 
of  infectious  disease,  and  13  deaths.  Twelve  of  these  deaths  were 
due  to  lung  diseases.  Of  the  6 deaths  due  toTuberculosis,  all 
the  cases  had  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the 
disease.  Rooms  and  houses  previously  occupied  by  Tuberculosis 
patients  were  promptly  disinfected  as  soon  as  infoiTuation 
of  their  removal  was  received. 
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Special  Causes  of  Sickness. 

An  epidemic  of  Rotheln  (or  German  Measles)  was  prevalent 
in  February  and  March,  and  the  Infant  Department  of  the 
Council  School  was  closed  foi  two  weeks  at  the  end  of  February. 

Nursing  Arrangements  and  Institutions. 

There  are  no  arrangements  for  professional  nursing  in  the 
home  made  locally.  The  services  of  the  Nelson  and  District 
Nursing  Association,  however,  have  been  recently  tendered 
and  are  therefore  procurable. 

Child  Welfare. 

A Child  Welfare  Centre,  established  by  the  County 
Council,  is  open  every  Thursday,  in  the  Congregational 
School,  Church  Street,  at  2-30  p.m.  It  is  supported  in  its  work 
by  a representative  Local  Committee  of  Ladies.  Supplies  of 
food  and  milk  for  e.xpectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  milk 
for  infants,  are  there  obtainable. 

Isolation  of  Infectious  Cases. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Nelson  Health 
Authority  to  accept  cases  of  infection  in  the  Nelson  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Disinfection. 

Thirty-three  houses  have  been  disinfected  during  the 
year  by  fumigation  lamp.  Clothing  and  bedding  are  sent  to  the 
steam  disinfector  of  the  Health  Department,  Nelson. 

Ambulance  F.\cilities. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases^ — Nelson  Health  Department. 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases — Nelson  Fire 

Station. 

SAN  IT  A R Y ADM  INST  RATI  ON . 

W.-\TER  Supply. 

The  source  of  the  water  supply  is  the  Nelson  Corporation 
Upland  Surface  Water.  The  water  is  good.  « 
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Scavenging. 

Scavenging  and  removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out 
satisfactorily  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  There  is  no  destructor, 
and  the  ashes  are  conveyed  to  the  “ tip,”  the  night  soil  to  the 
land. 

Drainage. 

This  is  carried  out  by  means  of  earthenware  pipe  sewers. 
These  are  regularly  flushed,  and  discharge  into  a system 
of  septic  tanks,  sprinklers,  and  sedimentation  tanks. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  nine  bakehouses  in  the  district  and  their 
condition  is  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses. 

« 

Two  Slaughter-houses  are  registered  and  licensed.  Their 
condition  is  satisfactory. 

Lodging-houses. 

There  are  no  registered  lodging-houses  in  the  district. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  satisfactory. 

Dairies. 

Dairies  are  periodically  inspected  and  their  condition 
is  satisfactory.  There  are  thirty-five  registered,  and  regulated 
under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B.  There  are  no  milkshops. 

Food. 

No  food  has  been  condemned  during  the  year,  but  9?i  stone 
of  codfish  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Nuisances. 

Fifty-one  notices  of  nuisance  were  served,  but  no  legal 
process  was  rendered  necessary.  Ninety-five  nuisances  were 
abated  through  the  action  of  the  Local  Authority. 
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Closets  and  Ashpits. 

There  are  27  privy  middens  with  27  closets  attached. 
There  are  16  pail  closets  and  782  dry  ashpits.  There  are  182 
fresh  water  closets,  829  waste  water  closets,  and  305  portable 
receptacles  for  refuse.  Tw'o  waste  w.c.’s  converted  to  fresh 
w.c.’s.  All  new  property  will  be  provided  with  fresh  w.c.’s. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

Two  observations  have  been  made  and  no  legal  proceedings 
taken.  The  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
is  ten  minutes  per  hour. 

Health  Authorities. 

The  Authorities  adopted  are  :■ — “ The  Infectious  Disease 
(Prevention)  Act,  1890,”  and  ‘‘  The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890.” 

Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : Alfred  E.  Seller,  F.R.I.P.H., 
etc.  The  services  of  the  M.O.H.  are  part  time,  and  remunerated 
at  the  rate  of  £80  per  annum  inclusive. 

Sanitary  Inspector.  These  services  are  also  part  time, 
and  remunerated  at  the  rate  of  £137  11s.  Od.  per  annum 
inclusive. 

Housing. 

One  new  house  has  been  erected  during  the  year  by 
private  enterprise.  Ninety-four  houses  were  inspected  for 
sanitary  infringements  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts).  Sixty-eight  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  and  these  inspections 
fully  recorded  as  specified  in  the  regulations.  Twenty-five 
defective  dwelling  houses  have  been  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  IhD.C.  or  their  officers.  Four 
dwelling  houses  were  remedied  by  their  owners  in  consequence 
of  formal  notices  served  with  regard  to  defects. 
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Notable  Sanitary  Improvements. 

Tar  spraying  of  roads  to  prevent  dust  nuisance. 

Chief  S.vnit.\ry  Requirements. 

Alterations  and  extensions  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  W'orks, 
in  order  to  improve  the  character  of  the  effluent. 

Proposed  Park. 

With  the  co-operation  of  some  of  the  leading  ratepayers, 
the  Council  have  acquired  Lower  Park  Hill  Farm  as  a suitable 
site  for  a paik  and  recreation  ground.  There  is  sufficient 
ground  also  for  allotments. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  humble  servant, 

ALFRED  E.  SELLER, 


Medical  OJficey  of  Health. 
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Table  A. 

1. — General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres) 1,387 

Population  (1921)  5,720 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) 1,580 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)...  1,700 

Rateable  value £28,766 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £115 


2. — Extbacts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year  1921. 


Births  ^ Legitimate  . 
1 Illegitimate 

Deaths 


Total. 
. 108 
12 

96 


Male. 
. 61 
. 7 

55 


Female, 

...  All 


51 

41 


120 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  / from  sepsis 1 

consequence  of,  childbirth ( from  other  causes  ..  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :■ — 

Total  ...  13  Legitimate  ...  10  Illegitimate  ...  3 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  4 

Specify  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year  which  has  received  or  required  comment Nil 


K.vfES  PER  1.000  OF  Population. 


Birth- 

rate. 

1921  20.9 

1920  22.9 

Mean  of  10  years 

1911-1920 16.5 

Increase  or  Decrease 
in  1921  on — 

Previous  Year —1.7 


Ten  Years’  Average  ....  4-4.4 


Death- 

rate. 

16.7 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

...  0.87 

Kate  of  deattis 
under  i year  to 
1,000  Births. 

...  108 

12.7 

...  0.17 

...  78 

12.8 

...  0.69 

...  91 

+ 4.0 

...+0.70 

...  +30 

+ 3.9 

...  + 0.18 

...  +17 

Table  2.— ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  AND  CAUSES. 
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Table  B.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  year  1921. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Barrowford 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  First  Annual 
Report  of  the  sanitary  work  dealt  with  during  the  year  1921. 

Inspection,  and  Nuisances  de.\lt  with. 

During  the  year  the  District  has  been  periodically 
inspected  for  the  detection  and  suppression  of  nuisances. 

Fifty-one  Informal  Notices  were  served  for  various 
infringements.  No  Legal  Notices  were  served. 

The  following  95  defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  : 


Defective  Waste  Water  Closets 23 

,,  Drains 11 

Ashpits 2 

,,  Urinals 2 

Nuisance  from  Animals 2 

Accumulations  of  Rubbish 4 

Defective  Rainwater  Spouts 7 

Miscellaneous 37 

New  Water  Closets  provided 3 

New  Ashbins  provided  4 

Total 95 

Housing  : Inspection  of  District  Regul.^tions,  1910. 

Houses  Inspected 68 

Closing  Orders  issued Nil 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without 

Closing  Order 25 


The  nuisances  and  defects  found  in  these  inspection- 
were  chiefly  structural  and  dampness. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

Number  of  Registered  and  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  2 

The  Slaughter-houses  were  periodically  inspected  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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Bakhiiouses. 

Number  on  Register  9 

Tlte  bakehouses  were  kept  clean  and  limcwashcd  regularly. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Number  on  Register  35 

One  Notice  was  served  .and  complied  with.  They  were 
inspected  and  found  fairly  satisfactory. 

Workshops. 

At  one  workshop  the  old  drainage  system  has  been 
abolished  and  new  drains  laid. 

Workshops  are  kept  very  clean. 

Food. 

Two  portions  of  codfish  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  food, 
and  were  surrendered  and  destroyed.  The  fish  weighed  9h 
stones. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Number  on  Register  1 

There  were  no  infringements. 

Smoke  Observations. 

Number  of  Obseiwations 2 

Infringements Nil 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

In  connection  with  cases  of  Infections  Disea.se  notified, 
40  rooms  in  33  houses  were  disinfected. 

The  3 elementary  schools  were  disinfected  in  March. 
Number  of  articles  disinfected  by  steam 25 

Refuse  Sc.avenging. 


Ashbins  emptied 8043  Loads  of  Ashes  tipped  ....1191 

Ashpits  emptied 2509  Loads  of  Nightsoil  tipped  138 

Privy  Pails  emptied 184  Loads  of  Trade  Refuse 


Privy  Tanks  emptied. ...  160  tipped 74 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  SLACK. 
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Annual  Report  of  Surveyor 

For  year  1921. 


To  THH  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Barrowford 

Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  First  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  of  tlie  Surveyor’s  Department. 

Plans. 

During  tlie  year  the  following  Plans  have  been  approved  ; 

1 Plan  relating  to  Bungalow. 

5 Plans  relating  to  Scullery  Extensions. 

1 Plan  relating  to  Porch. 

1 Plan  relating  to  Bakehouse. 

1 Plan  relating  to  Installation  of  Boiler  and  Chimney. 

1 Plan  relating  to  CU.ss  Rooms  (Temporary  Building). 

2 Plans  relating  to  Wash-houses  (Temporary  Building). 

1 Plan  relating  to  Motor  Garage  (Temporary  Building). 

1 Plan  relating  to  Extensions  and  Conversion  of  house 

into  Nursing  Home. 

14... Total  number  of  Plans  approved. 

One  House  (Bungalow)  has  been  certified  for  habitation. 

WORKS  EXECUTED  DURING  YEAR. 

Colne  Road  Improveiment  Scheme. 

That  portion  of  Colne  Road  situate  between  Ing  Farm 
and  Barrowford-Colne  Boundary  has  been  improved  and 
widened,  the  average  width  now  being  over  36  feet.  The  carriage 
way  is  pitched  with  a foundation  of  9 inch  rubble  gritstone 
and  concrete,  and  is  surfaced  with  a four  inch  bed  of  Horton 
Granite.  Drains  were  laid  and  gullies  fixed  for  the  reception 
of  road  washings,  and  crossings  were  paved  with  gritstone  setts. 
Along  the  entire  length  of  the  S.E.  side  of  the  road  a footpath 
7 feet  wide  has  been  formed.  This  is  kerbed  with  Salterforth 
grit  kerbs,  and  a channel  and  two  rows  of  grit  setts  are  laid 
between  the  kerb  and  carriageway.  In  connection  with  this 
scheme  certain  reconstruction  works  were  done  to  the  farm 
buildings  and  new  fence  walls  were  built. 

Class  II.  Secondary  Roads. 

Granite  has  been  rolled  on  Wheatley  Lane,  and  limestone 
has  been  rolled  on  Wheatley  Lane  and  Colne  Road,  and  portions 
of  these  roads  were  tarsprayed. 
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Class  II.  District  Roads. 

Granite  has  been  rolled  on  Carr  Hall  Road,  and  portions 
of  this  road  and  Park  Avenue  have  been  tarpatched  and  tar- 
sprayed. 

UNCLASSiriKD  Secondary  Roads. 

T\to  short  lengths  of  Barnoldswick  Road  have  been  sheeted 
with  Granite  and  one  length  has  been  repaired  with  limestone 
macadam,  and  portions  were  tarsprayed. 

District  Roads. 

Patching  and  minor  repairs  have  been  done  on  Pasture 
Lane,  and  a deal  of  repairs  have  been  done  to  street  pavings 
in  the  form  of  re-instatements. 

Sewage  Works. 

During  the  year  the  land  beds  have  been  thoroughly 
weeded  and  ploughed  up,  the  settling  tanks  and  sprinklers  have 
been  frequently  cleansed,  and  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  and  getting  rid  of  the  sludge.  During  the  month  of 
December  the  humus  tanks  were  emptied  and  cleansed.  These 
had  not  previously  been  sludged  for  some  considerable  time 
and  it  is  hoped  that  more  frequent  cleansing  of  these  tanks  will 
improve  the  character  of  the  effluent. 

Four  samples  of  effluent  were  taken  by  the  Inspector  of 
the  Ribble  Joint  Committee,  with  the  following  results  : — • 


Number  on 
Inspector’s 
i.ist. 

Position. 

Sample  taken  3'd  Feb.  1921 

Cla.ssified  Fair 

81 

46 

Sample  taken  4th  Aug.  1921 

Classified  Bad 

63 

56 

Sample  taken  26th  Sept.  1921 

Classified  Bad 

93 

84 

Sample  taken  19th  Dec.  1921 

Classified  Bad 

62 

48 

On  the  19th  July,  1921,  a Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was 
held  into  an  application  to  borrow  /6,500  for  an  improvement 
scheme  prepared  by  your  Consulting  Engineer,  C.  J.  Lomax, 
Esq.,  M.Inst.,  C.E.,  after  which  the  Ministry  suggested  that 
the  existing  sludge  plant  should  be  augmented  and  alterations 
made  to  the  dosing  chamber  which  feeds  the  percolating  filters. 
Your  Consulting  Engineer  has  since  had  an  interview  with  the 
Ministry’s  Advising  Engineer  on  this  matter  and  has  now  pre- 
pared a substituted  scheme  which  will  doubtless  comply  with 
their  requirements. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  C.  SLACK. 


